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Houston PetSet Friends, 

Every year, Houston PetSet looks for ways to expand our reach and grow our
impact on the community we call home. We are happy to report that 2023
was no exception – as we entered into our 20th year, we hit incredible
milestones and exceeded goals at every turn.

We looked closely at where our donor dollars could make the biggest
possible difference. Our spay/neuter program and community vaccine clinics
provided immediate, measurable impact for the most vulnerable populations
across Houston. 

What we learned at our community clinics and emergency response is that
pet owners desperately want to do what’s right for their animals, but often
aren’t afforded the opportunity. These successful initiatives were made
possible through generous donations, as well as incredible volunteers who
supported our staff every step of the way.

We are so proud of our advocacy in 2023, which included the passage of two
key pieces of state legislation. The Texas Licensed Breeders Act will
eliminate many rogue backyard breeders and puppy mills. The second law
now forbids anyone convicted of animal cruelty to own domestic pets for five
years after conviction. We also hosted a Mayoral Forum on Animal Welfare,
showing the candidates and the city that animal welfare advocates vote, and
that we will hold the new administration accountable when it comes to the
safety of our pets and our community.

With 20 years of service to Houston in the rearview mirror, we are looking
ahead with hope and gratitude to 2024. Together with your support, we will
continue to move the needle for animal welfare in Houston and beyond.

With Immense Gratitude,

Tena Lundquist Faust                Tama Lundquist
Co-President                               Co-President

A  N O T E  F R O M  O U R  
C O - P R E S I D E N T S



O U R  O B J E C T I V E

To provide resources to build the capacity of other
animal welfare organizations, and to improve the
public perception and treatment of companion animals.

We achieve our objectives through a strategic plan that
focuses on the following six impact areas:

Advocacy
Increase engagement to influence public policy
and affect legislation at local and state levels

Spay & Neuter
Provide free spay/neuter options to
communities that need it most

Cruelty Prevention
Decrease animal cruelty, and fund and train the
agencies that protect animals from abuse

Community Service & Education
Implement and support programs to help the
public provide proper care to their pets, and
support pet owners with emergency funds

Rescue, Adopt & Transport
Increase capacity amongst rescue, foster,
adoption organizations through funding and
transport opportunities

Research
Build and leverage our collection of qualitative
and quantitative data to inform lasting
solutions

O U R  M I S S I O N

Mission: To end the homelessness and suffering of
companion animals and elevate their status in society.
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HARRIS COUNTY

RESIDENTS SAY STRAY
ANIMALS ARE A VERY

SERIOUS PROBLEM

G R A N T S

Houston PetSet’s Annual Grant program continued to see incredible
growth in 2023. Records were broken yet again, with $400,000

being distributed amongst these 90 deserving nonprofits.

Grant Recipients
16 Hands of Love | Abandoned Animal Rescue | ADORE Houston | Angel of Hope

Animal Rescue | Animal Justice League | Bailey Animal Rescue Trust | Barrio
Dogs | Bay Area Pet Adoptions | Berg Foster Life | CAMO Rescue | Cape Kitty
Rescue | Chances Dog Rescue and Relocation | Citizens for Animal Protection

Copper’s Cat Commune | Corridor Rescue | Crime Stoppers of Houston | Cypress
Lucky Mutt Rescue | Devoted to Pets Rescue | Emancipet | Farm Gals Animal

Ministry, Inc. | Flying Pigs Animal Sanctuary | Forgotten Coast Animal Rescue
Fort Bend PAWS | Freedom Collie Rescue | Freedom Street Rescue | Friends of

BARC | Friends of Missouri City Animal Shelter | Friends of Rosenberg’s
Homeless Pets | Fur a Pawsitive Future, Inc. | Fuzzy Texan Animal Rescue

Galveston Island Humane Society | Golden Beginnings Golden Retriever Rescue
Good Lif3 Bully Rescue | Great Pyrenees Rescue Society, Inc. | Happy Bunny

Project | Heart of the Underdog | Helping Paws in Chambers County | Homeless
and Orphaned Pets Endeavor (HOPE) | Homeless Pet Placement League

Honoring Hope and Faith Rescue | Houston Boxer Rescue | Houston Cares
Animal Rescue | Houston K-911 Rescue | Houston Pets Alive! | Houston Rabbit
Resource | Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston | Jacinto City Dog Pound
Rescue Volunteers | Jen’s Neonatal Nursery | Jenni's Rescue Ranch | Joyrides

Rescue | K-9 Angels Rescue | Kind in the Making | Let Love Live | Lifeline of
Galveston County | LMN Feline Rescue | Lola’s Lucky Day | Lucky Penny Rox

Rescue | Lumpy Lizard Reptile, Poultry & Exotics Rescue | Mutt Motel | Operation
Pets Alive | Our Pet Project | Paw Patrol | Pet Rescue Team | Pug Hearts Houston

Pup Squad Animal Rescue | Red Collar Rescue | Rescue Texas Resources
Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. | S.A.V.E. Rescue Coalition | Sauver Des Chiens

German Shepherd Dog Rescue | Saving Our Companion Animals Fort Bend
County | Second Chance Pets | SNARR Animal Rescue Northeast, Inc. | Sonoma’s

Haven | Spay and Neuter Initiative Program | Special Pals | Stretch for Strays
Sunnyside Street Dogs | TeamFeral Cat Rescue & Adoption | Texas Old English
Sheepdog Rescue | Texas Wolfdog Project | The Forgotten Pet Advocates | The
Rescue for PTSD | The Reuben and Abbi Project | The Sunshine Cat Fund Cat

Rescue | The Underdog Connection | The Woodlands Dog Park Club | Three Little
Pitties Rescue | Westie & Scottie Rescue Houston | Wolly Kitten Club



S P A Y  &  N E U T E R

Provide free spay/neuter options to communities that
need it most.

T h e  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  M o b i l e  S p a y / N e u t e r  U n i t
t e a m  s t e r i l i z e d ,  v a c c i n a t e d  a n d  m i c r o c h i p p e d  a n
a s t o u n d i n g  4 , 2 0 0  o w n e d  p e t s  i n  2 0 2 3 .  W e
e m p l o y e d  a  n e w  s c h e d u l i n g  s y s t e m  t h a t
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s t r e a m l i n e d  o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  c u t
d o w n  o n  n o - s h o w s  a n d  c a n c e l l a t i o n s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s u r g e r i e s  s u b s i d i z e d  b y  t h e
C i t y  o f  H o u s t o n ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i x  2 , 0 0 0  m o r e
c a t s  a n d  d o g s  a t  o u r  p a r t n e r  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a n d
t h r o u g h  m a s s - s p a y / n e u t e r  e v e n t s .  T h e s e
a d d i t i o n a l  n u m b e r s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n s .

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  a d v o c a c y ,  t w o  k e y  C i t y  o f
H o u s t o n  o r d i n a n c e s  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t :  m a n d a t o r y
m i c r o c h i p p i n g  a n d  t h e  h u m a n e  p e t  s t o r e  o r d i n a n c e
r e q u i r i n g  s t o r e s  t o  s o u r c e  t h e i r  p e t s  f r o m  s h e l t e r s
a n d  r e s c u e s  i n s t e a d  o f  p u p p y  m i l l s .  

A t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  w o r k e d  w i t h
l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  p a s s  t h e  T e x a s  L i c e n s e d  B r e e d e r s  A c t
a s  w e l l  a s  a  b i l l  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  s o m e o n e
c o n v i c t e d  o f  a n i m a l  c r u e l t y  t o  o w n  a  p e t  f o r  5  y e a r s
f o l l o w i n g  c o n v i c t i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  w e  h o s t e d  t h e  o n l y  M a y o r a l  F o r u m  o n  A n i m a l
W e l f a r e  a t  C r i m e s t o p p e r s  o f  H o u s t o n .  T h e  t o p  f o u r
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  H o u s t o n  M a y o r  f a c e d  a  l i v e  a u d i e n c e
o f  a n i m a l  a d v o c a t e s  i n  p e r s o n  a n d  o n l i n e ,  a l l  k e e n  o n
h o l d i n g  H o u s t o n ’ s  n e x t  M a y o r  a c c o u n t a b l e  w i t h
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s t r a y  a n i m a l  c r i s i s .

A D V O C A C Y

Increase engagement to influence public policy and
affect legislation at local and state levels.



C R U E L T Y  P R E V E N T I O N

Decrease animal cruelty, and fund and train the
agencies that protect animals from abuse.

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  T e x a s  H u m a n e  L e g i s l a t i o n
N e t w o r k ,  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  h o s t e d  a  t r a i n i n g
s y m p o s i u m  i n  O c t o b e r  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  L I N K
b e t w e e n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  a n i m a l  a b u s e .

T h i r t y - s e v e n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  a n i m a l
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  d a y - l o n g
s e m i n a r  a n d  r e c e i v e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n
c r e d i t s  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

A g e n c i e s  w i l l  n o w  b e  e m p o w e r e d  t o
c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  a c t  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  s i g n s  o f
e i t h e r  k i n d  o f  a b u s e  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  o n
a n d  e x p a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  f r e e
m i c r o c h i p s  a n d  v a c c i n e s  t o  1 , 8 0 0  p e t s .  T h e s e
e v e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  f r e e
s p a y / n e u t e r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  f r e e  f o o d  t o
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f a m i l i e s .   
 
W e  a l s o  g r a n t e d  $ 2 8 8 , 0 0 0  i n  e m e r g e n c y  f u n d s  t o
r e s c u e  g r o u p s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  m e d i c a l  c a s e s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  p e t  o w n e r s  i n  n e e d  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h
m e d i c a l  b i l l s  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  k e e p  t h e i r  b e l o v e d
p e t s .  W i t h  t h e  r i s i n g  c o s t  o f  v e t e r i n a r y  c a r e ,  w e
h a v e  f o u n d  t h i s  t o  b e  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  v i t a l  s e r v i c e
f o r  p e t  o w n e r s  a n d  r e s c u e  g r o u p s  a l i k e .

C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  &
E D U C A T I O N

Implement and support programs to help the public
provide proper care to their pets.



R E S C U E ,  A D O P T  &  T R A N S P O R T
Increase capacity amongst rescue, foster, 

adoption organizations through funding, adoption, and
transport opportunities.

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s e i s m i c  s h i f t  i n
t h e  t r a n s p o r t  w o r l d .  O u r  p r i m a r y  r e c e i v i n g  p a r t n e r  i n
M i n n e s o t a  n o  l o n g e r  h a d  s p a c e  f o r  T e x a s  d o g s ,  s o  w e
f o c u s e d  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  f e l i n e  t r a n s p o r t s ,  w i t h  t h e
o c c a s i o n a l  d o g  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  p a r t n e r s .  O u r  b r a n d
n e w  t r a n s i t  v a n  c o m f o r t a b l y  s h u t t l e d  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 5 0 0
c a t s  a n d  d o g s  t o  s a f e t y .

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m a n y  y e a r s ,  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  h o s t e d
a d o p t i o n  e v e n t s  i n  2 0 2 3 .  R i v e r  O a k s  D i s t r i c t  g e n e r o u s l y
d o n a t e d  a n  e n t i r e  s t o r e f r o n t  t o  u s  f o r  4  m o n t h s ,  s o  w e
i n v i t e d  o u r  l o c a l  r e s c u e  p a r t n e r s  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  p e t s  t o  a
b r a n d  n e w  a u d i e n c e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  a d o p t e r s .  D o z e n s  o f
d e s e r v i n g  p e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o g s ,  c a t s  a n d  r e p t i l e s ,  f o u n d
l o v i n g  f o r e v e r  h o m e s !

R E S E A R C H

Build and leverage our collection of qualitative and
quantitative data to inform lasting solutions.

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  y e a r l y  g r a n t i n g  c y c l e ,
H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  c o l l e c t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  n u m b e r
o f  p e o p l e  a n d  a n i m a l s  h e l p e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  o u r  g r a n t
a p p l i c a n t s .  T h e s e  h a r d - w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  t o g e t h e r
s e r v e d  n e a r l y  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a n d  a s s i s t e d  m o r e
t h a n  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n i m a l s  i n  2 0 2 2 .

T h e  m o s t  a s t o u n d i n g  n u m b e r  i s  h o w  m u c h  t h e s e
p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s p e n t  o n
s p a y / n e u t e r  i n  2 0 2 2 :  $ 9 . 5  m i l l i o n  i n  d o n o r  a n d
g r a n t  d o l l a r s ,  o r  o u t  o f  t h e i r  v e r y  o w n  p o c k e t s .  T h e
a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  i n d u s t r y  i n  H o u s t o n  a g r e e s  t h a t  t h i s
i s  t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  w a y  t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  c r i s i s .



H O U S T O N  P E T S E T  I N  T H E  N E W S
Once again, Houston PetSet served as the gold

standard for animal welfare expertise for the media,
in times of both crisis and celebration.



On September 7, 2023, Houston PetSet returned to the Post Oak Hotel to
raise nearly $1 mil l ion #ForTheAnimals at the Fierce & Fabulous Soirée. We
hosted our f irst ever Mission Market, offering donors the chance to directly
fund their favorite programs and services. Celebrity Chef Gabriel “Gator”
Gilbeau from Yellowstone fame auctioned off two private dinners,
garnering the highest bids of the night.

Following the success of the Soirée, Houston PetSet hosted their grant
recipients at the Thanks+Gifting Event on November 20 at Kirby Ice House.
The date also happened to be our organization’s 20th Birthday, and who
better to celebrate with than our partners in this invaluable work. 

T H E  F I E R C E  &  F A B U L O U S  S O I R É E  
A N D  

T H E  T H A N K S + G I F T I N G  E V E N T

 C o - C h a i r s  T e n a  Lu n dq u i s t  Fa u s t ,
S a n d r a  S m i t h - C oop e r ,  B r i sa  F ie ld

& Tam a  L u n d qu i s t

E m c e e  D e b o r a h  D u n c a n C e leb r i t y  G ues t
C he f  G a b r ie l  “G a to r ”  Gu i l b e au  w i t h

Auc t i o n e e r  G a b r ie l  B u tu

H und re ds  o f  R esc u e  P a r t ne r s !S p e c ia l  G u e s t  S e n a t o r
J o h n  W h i t m i r e

T a m a  L u nd q u i s t ,  Bo a r d  T rea s u re r  A n n
K a e s e r m an n ,  Im pa c t  Aw a r d  Re c ip ien t

A n g e l a  M cG ee ,  T e n a  Lundu i s t  Fa u s t  &
B o a rd  V P  P u rv e z  C ap ta i n



F I N A N C E

In 2023, 75 cents of every dollar donated to Houston PetSet was
spent on critical programming for the animals, including spay and

neuter, transport, and emergency grants.

P R O G R A M S

7 5 %

F U N D R A I S I N G

1 5 %

O V E R H E A D

1 0 %

H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  r e m a i n e d  t r u e  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n  i n  2 0 2 3  b y  t a r g e t i n g
d i r e c t - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f u n d i n g  a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
i n  t h e  G r e a t e r  H o u s t o n  a r e a .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  s u p p o r t e d  e s t a b l i s h e d
p r o g r a m s  i n c l u d i n g  s p a y / n e u t e r ,  t r a n s p o r t ,  e m e r g e n c y  c a s e s ,  a n d
f r e e  v a c c i n e  a n d  m i c r o c h i p  c l i n i c s .  W e  a l s o  g r a n t e d  m o r e  t h a n
$ 4 6 0 , 0 0 0  t o  o u r  r e s c u e  a n d  s e r v i c e  p a r t n e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,
o u r  l a r g e s t  g r a n t  y e a r  t o  d a t e .

W e  r a i s e d  m o n e y  f o r  c r i t i c a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s p e n t  i t  w i s e l y .  W e  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  u t i l i z e  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  t o
e n s u r e  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t .  



D O N O R  T E S T I M O N I A L S

A n i m a l s  h o l d  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  m y  h e a r t ,  a n d  H o u s t o n ' s
h o m e l e s s  a n i m a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  s t a g g e r i n g .  H o u s t o n
P e t S e t  h a s  d o n e  i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  a n i m a l
s u f f e r i n g  a n d  h o m e l e s s n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .  W h e n  I  d o n a t e  t o  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t ,  I  k n o w
t h a t  m y  f u n d s  a r e  t r u l y  m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

I  s u p p o r t  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t ,  b e c a u s e  I  l o v e  a n i m a l s ,  a n d
I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  h a s  i s

t r e m e n d o u s  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i t  h e l p s  t o  s u p p o r t .  I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e i r

m i s s i o n  t o  e n d  h o m e l e s s n e s s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  o f  a n i m a l s
i n  o u r  c i t y  a n d  b e y o n d .

J a c q u e l y n  R e x  T o b i n

T i f f a n y  L a R o s e  K a i l e h

I  s u p p o r t  H o u s t o n  P e t S e t  b e c a u s e  I  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s
m i s s i o n  a n d  h a v e  s e e n  f i r s t h a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  g o o d  w o r k
t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  F r o m  t h e
f r e e  v a c c i n e  a n d  m i c r o c h i p  c l i n i c s ,  t o  t h e  a d v o c a c y  f o r
t h e  h o m e l e s s  a n i m a l s  o f  H o u s t o n ,  I  k n o w  m y  m o n e y  i s
g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  i m p a c t  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  i t s  m i s s i o n .  

B e n  B e t n e r

B e i n g  a  H o u s t o n i a n ,  I  f e e l  a  s t r o n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o
c o m b a t  t h e  a n i m a l  c r i s i s .  W h e n  I  s u p p o r t  H o u s t o n

P e t s e t  t h r o u g h  d o n a t i o n s ,  I  h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  m y
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e s c u i n g  o u r  f u r r y

f r i e n d s  f r o m  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  h o m e l e s s n e s s .

M a n d y  K a o
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